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Challinor Recommends Government Review Ontario Places To Grow Act 
When the Town of Milton was planning the community we live in today, former Town CAO David Hipgrave, former 
Town Councillors Brad Clements and Brian Penman, Mayor Gord Krantz and I met face-to-face regularly with 
senior officials from Ontario Ministry of Municipal Affairs & Housing, Ontario Ministry of Health, Ontario Ministry of 
Education, the Regional Municipality of Halton, Halton District School Board, Halton Catholic District School Board 
and Conservation Halton as well as thousands of local residents and other stakeholders from 1993 to 1997 to 
share our Destiny Milton growth plan and other related plans for the community, in compliance with the Province’s 
decree that we grow.

 The various provincial, regional and educational 
government entities committed to support the Town’s 
growth plan and agreed to help fund it, specifically in 
terms of the timely development of arterial roadways, 
bridges, GO Transit/other public transit, a highway 
interchange, a hospital expansion, schools and water 
and sewer allocation as the community grew.
 Sadly, none of these vital infrastructure or financial 
requirements have kept pace with Milton’s growth 
imperative and, in fact, have impacted our ability 
to grow in a fiscally responsible, properly planned 
and resident-centric manner, especially in terms of 
providing the full range of housing types that meet 
all demographic and financial prerequisites (like 
bungalows); creating public transportation networks 
that fully support employment, education and quality 
of life requirements; and offering the full spectrum of 
health, emergency and social services that ensure the 

community is adequately supported and protected.
 In late June 2019, I asked Milton Council to support 
a motion requesting that the Ford Government review 
the former Wynne/McGuinty Government’s Ontario 
Places To Grow Act with a particular focus on giving 
consideration to relaxing density requirements to 
enable the development of a full range of housing 
options (like bungalows); re-evaluating growth targets 
for the Town of Milton to support more strategic and 
thoughtful residential and commercial development; 
and re-thinking the Province’s current role in the 
financing of key education, health and transportation 
infrastructure within the context of what should be 
fiscally commensurate with its current growth decree 
for Milton to enable more affordable development of 
the overall community. That motion was seconded 
by Milton Ward 1 Regional Councillor Colin Best and 
supported by all members of Council. CR



 In April 2019, I asked Milton Council to support 
a motion asking the Government to re-instate the 
program. That motion was seconded by Milton Ward 
1 Regional Councillor Colin Best and supported by all 
members of Council.
 While I fully comprehend the difficult financial 
state that the Ford Government finds itself it, one that 
was not of its own making but one that it inherited 
from the Wynne/McGuinty Government, the heritage 
building restoration grant is an insignificant expense 
whose re-instatement won’t move the Government 
perceptibly further away from fiscal balance. The 
program has helped to identify, restore and maintain 
a number of residential and commercial buildings of 
historical importance in our community over most of 
the last 30 years. Upon review of Council’s request, I 
am confident that the Government will restore this cost-
effective program, one that brings local governments, 
the provincial government and property owners 
together in a collaborative fashion to protect 
key physical components of our rich history for 
generations to come.

impact from aircraft operations, which 
is attributed to the quieter ambient 
noise levels measured at these two 
locations.
 The Authority continues to 
implement its Toronto Noise 
Mitigation Initiatives Engagement 
Plan, commonly known as the 
Six Ideas. In addition to the Six 
Ideas, it has created an updated 
Noise Management Action 
Plan titled, Growing Responsibly: 
The 2018-2022 Noise Management 
Action Plan.
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Re-instatement of Restoration Grants for Heritage Buildings Requested
As Milton deals with ever-escalating residential and commercial growth, at times it has impaired the municipality’s 
ability to retain residential and commercial buildings of significant historical interest to the community.

 A provincial program that provided nominal 
financial grants to owners of residential and 
commercial buildings that were designated under the 
Ontario Heritage Act was cancelled by the Wynne-
McGuinty Government -- a program that proved 
successful in our community in terms of encouraging 
local residents to identify, restore and maintain 
buildings of significant historical interest.
 While the Ontario Ministry of Tourism, Culture & 
Sport currently provides annual operating support 
to historical societies, museums and other heritage 
associations that promote public awareness of 
Ontario’s rich and diverse heritage through its 
Heritage Organization Development Grant and 
the Government has given municipalities, through 
municipal heritage tax rebate programs, the 
ability to provide partial property tax relief on the 
municipality’s dime to owners who restore residential 
and commercial buildings that are designated under 
the Ontario Heritage Act as being of architectural or 
historical value, the Province is no longer a partner 
in the preservation of local buildings of significant 
historical interest.
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Milton Engaged With Pearson International Airport On Airport Noise 
The Town of Milton is engaging more frequently with Pearson International Airport on airport noise at a senior 
staff level and I have also now re-engaged with the Greater Toronto Airports Authority (GTAA) and NAV Canada 
on a political level, attending a related briefing in April. I will be attending these meetings for the remainder of 
this term of Council on my own accord.

 Of note is the fact that Pearson 
International Airport is trialing a 
summer weekend runway alternation 
program on its east/west runways on 
Saturdays and Sundays that began on
May 25 and continues to September 
8. This program should give residents 
some relief from aircraft overhead 
every other weekend. This means 
that on one weekend, we may see 
fewer airplanes, while the next 
weekend we will see the same or a 
few more airplanes than we currently 
do between 6:30 a.m. and midnight.

 The GTAA recently completed a 
noise study for Milton, which was
presented to Milton Council in May.
The noise levels from aircraft 
operations associated with the airport 
were measured at six locations 
throughout our community. Through 
examination of the noise data, the 
subject matter experts concluded 
that four of the six locations had a 
less than perceptible noise impact 
from aircraft operations over ambient 
noise levels. Two locations had a 
demonstrated, perceptible noise 
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Town of Milton to give income tax receipt to residents who donate funds 
for tree replacement and planting, at Challinor’s request
The emerald ash borer devastated the Town of Milton’s inventory of ash trees in 2015, 2016 and 2017, such that 
the Town could not afford to replace all of them in a timely fashion.

 At that time, I had reached out to the Town to 
suggest that it investigate the feasibility of establishing 
a program that encouraged commercial and residential 
taxpayers to help fund the replacement of trees on 
Town boulevard, park and ravine property in exchange 
for a tax receipt. I didn’t receive a response. So, in 
March 2019, I brought forward a motion to Milton 
Council formally requesting that staff look into such a 
program by May 30, 2019, and report back to Council 
with a recommendation. That motion was seconded 
by Milton Ward 2 Regional Councillor Rick Malboeuf 
and was supported by all members of Council. Staff 
came back to Council in late May recommending the 
establishment of such a program, which was fully 
endorsed by Council. An income tax receipt will now 
be given to anyone who donates the funds to plant a 
tree in Milton. 
 As background, as the biggest plants on earth, 
trees give us oxygen, store carbon, stabilize the soil 
and give life to the world’s wildlife. They also provide 
shelter. Not only are trees essential for life, but as the 
longest living species on earth, they give us a link 
between the past, present and future. The canopies 
of trees act as a physical filter, trapping dust and 
absorbing pollutants from the air. Each individual tree 
removes up to 1.7 kilos of dust and pollutants every 
year. They also provide shade from solar radiation and 

reduce noise. Research shows that within minutes 
of being surrounded by trees and green space, your 
blood pressure drops, your heart rate slows and your 
stress levels come down. Trees absorb carbon dioxide 
as they grow and the carbon that they store in their 
wood helps slow the rate of global warming. They 
reduce wind speeds and cool the air as they lose 
moisture and reflect heat upwards from their leaves. 
It’s estimated that trees can reduce the temperature 
in a city by up to 7°C.Trees also help prevent flooding 
and soil erosion, absorbing thousands of litres of 
stormwater. Trees strengthen the distinctive character 
of a community and encourage local pride. Urban 
woodland can be used as an educational resource and 
to bring groups together for activities like walking and 
bird-watching. Trees are also invaluable for children 
to play in and discover their sense of adventure. 
People are attracted to live, work and invest in green 
surroundings. Research shows that average house 
prices are 5 to 18% higher when properties are close 
to mature trees. Companies benefit from a healthier, 
happier workforce if there are parks and trees nearby. 
Soon, for the first time in history, the number of people 
with homes in cities will outstrip those living in the 
countryside. Parks and trees will become an even 
more vital component of urban life. CR
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How To Be A Great Miltonian
 Over the last seven months that I have served as your local Councillor, I have had the privilege to meet 
hundreds of you, answer your questions and, most importantly, help to resolve those matters that affect 
your quality of life in our community. I have been successful on most files that you have sent my way. We will 
continue to work on the others, finding innovative ways to resolve them.
 Between Town staff and yourselves, you have alerted me to some things over the last little while that, if all of 
us took these concerns to heart, contemplated how they affect our neighbours and figured out how we could do 
better, we could help to make living in what is already a great community just that much better. 
 What follows are some specific areas of focus that will help all of us to become ever greater Miltonians than 
we already are:

Challenge: Speeding through residential 
neighbourhoods
Solution: Demographically, Milton is now the youngest 
community in Halton and one of the youngest in the 
Greater Toronto Area. That means there are a lot of 
young people crossing and sometimes playing on our 
residential streets, riding bicycles and attending our 
schools. Please follow the speed limit, drive according 
to the road conditions, watch out for children and, 
overall, drive defensively. No-one wants to see anyone 
make a mistake on our streets that they will regret for 
the rest of their lives.

Challenge: Running red lights
Solution: It has become all too common in Milton, but 
that doesn’t make it right. It is against the law to run a 
red light. When you do it, you put your own life at risk as 
well as someone else’s. 

Challenge: Making illegal u-turns
Solution: Making u-turns is legal, except through 
intersections, where there is signage indicating that you 
cannot do so and where you cannot clearly see at least 
150 metres of roadway in both directions.

Challenge: Not stopping for school buses
Solution: Motorists meeting a stopped school bus 
with red lights flashing must stop unless they are on 
a highway divided by a median strip. They cannot 
proceed until the bus resumes motion and/or the lights 
have stopped flashing.

Challenge: Not stopping for emergency 
vehicles
Solution: If you hear or see ambulance, fire or police 
vehicles with activated sirens and/or flashing lights, 
get out of the way immediately. Bring your vehicle 
to a full stop as far to the right-hand side of the 
road, as possible. Ensure your vehicle is clear of any 
intersection.

Challenge: Not moving over for parked 
emergency vehicles
Solution: When an ambulance, fire vehicle, police car 
or tow truck is parked on the right-hand side of road 
with emergency lights flashing, slow down and, where 
possible and where safe to do so, move into the left-
hand lane. 

continued...
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Challenge: Driving without lights on
Solution: Just because your interior dashboard lights 
are on, that doesn’t mean your headlights and tail-
lights are on. To ensure your lights are on, turn your 
headlight switch fully to the on position or leave it in 
the automatic position permanently. Vehicle lights are 
required to be on from one half-hour before sunset 
to one half-hour after sunrise, or at any time where 
atmospheric conditions prevent vehicles or persons 
being clearly seen at a distance of 150 meters. 

Challenge: Parking over sidewalks and 
across boulevards
Solution: Parking over a sidewalk or even partially 
over a sidewalk is illegal. Parking on or partially over a 
sidewalk also doesn’t allow a pedestrian or someone 
in a wheelchair to walk or wheel safely along that 
sidewalk. Parking on the boulevard between the 
sidewalk and the roadway is legal, unless the driveway 
is located within 50 metres of an intersection. Then, 
doing so is illegal. Why? It impairs their ability to turn 
onto a nearby street. 

Challenge: Parking in emergency service 
routes
Solution: It is illegal to park a car in an emergency 
service route. These are typically found along the 
internal or private roads that service townhome 
developments. These roads are narrower than 
municipal roads and one illegally parked vehicle can 
prevent ambulance, fire or police personnel from 
fighting a fire or saving a life. 

Challenge: Allowing long grass and weeds to 
grow on lawns
Solution: Keep Milton beautiful -- cut your lawn and 
the boulevard in front of your home on a regular basis. 
Collect the grass cuttings from the sidewalk and the 
street when you’re done. And, if there is garbage or 
animal waste on your lawn, pick it up immediately as 
it is unsightly, smelly and attracts rodents. The Town 
of Milton’s Clean Yards Bylaw does not permit grass 
or weeds to be more than 8 inches or 20.32 cm tall. If 
you are unable to cut your grass because of a physical 
ailment or disability, please notify the Town. 

Challenge: Not keeping sidewalks clear of 
snow
Solution: Every property owner who has a sidewalk in 
front of his or her home is required to clear it of snow 
within 24 hours of a snow fall, according to the Town 

continued...

of Milton’s Snow Clearing Bylaw. If you are unable to 
clear your sidewalk because of a physical ailment or 
disability, please notify the Town.  

Challenge: Storing recycling bins/garbage 
bins on the front porch
Solution: The vast majority of homes in Milton have 
a garage or carport, both of which were designed to 
store automobiles, lawn mowers, tools and recycling 
bins/garbage bins. Leaving recycling and garbage 
bins on your front porch is unsightly, smelly and 
attracts rodents. It is also a violation of the Town’s 
Property Standards Bylaw.

Challenge: Placing basketball nets on 
boulevards
Solution: Basketball nets are permitted to be placed 
on a driveway or on the edge of the roadway in front
of the driveway. Please ensure they are properly 
secured to prevent a possible injury from a tip-
over. Placing them on the boulevard is a violation 
of the Town’s Road Fouling Bylaw. Doing so has 
the potential to destroy the grass and damage the 
trees. Once they are no longer in use, they should 
immediately be placed in the garage or on the 
driveway adjacent to the garage. 

Challenge: Letting dogs off their leashes
Solution: All dogs must be on a leash while in a park 
or in the community at-large. Their owners must also 
pick up after them. The Town of Milton’s Animal Control 
Bylaw covers off all the do’s and don’t for pets. Dogs 
are allowed to run free at the Town’s off-leash locations 
at Cedar Hedge Park West and Sunny Mount Park.

Challenge: Building driveway extensions
Solution: Driveway extensions are permitted on the 
property owner’s portion of the driveway without 
a permit, provided the extension meets the Town’s 
Zoning Bylaw criteria. No extensions are permitted on 
the public property portion of the driveway. Doing so 
is a violation of the Town’s Road Fouling Bylaw.

Challenge: Renting out basement apartments
Solution: Basement apartments are illegal, unless 
application is made to the Town of Milton and 
permission is granted. Illegal basement apartments 
put additional pressure on all of the Town’s key 
services, including hydro, library and recreational 
facilities, schools, transportation networks, water and 
sewer infrastructure, etc. 

continued...
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Challenge: Placing commercial signage on 
boulevards and roadways
Solution: Commercial signage of any kind is not 
permitted on boulevards and roadways. It is unsightly 
and distracting and is not permitted under the Town of 
Milton’s Road Fouling Bylaw. If you want to advertise 
your services, there are plenty of electronic, online 
and printed media outlets serving our community that 
will deliver your message cost-effectively.

Challenge: Putting contractor materials/bins 
on roadways
Solution: Contractor construction materials, 
equipment and bins are not permitted to be placed 
on Town roadways, under the Town’s Road Fouling 
Bylaw, unless a road occupancy permit is applied for 
and received.

Challenge: Parking overnight on streets
Solution: No parking on residential streets is permitted 
between 2 a.m. and 6 a.m., unless an on-street parking 
exception is obtained from the Town of Milton. It is 
strictly enforced through the Town’s Parking Bylaw.

Challenge: Parking/Making u-turns in school 
zones
Solution: It is illegal to park, make u-turns or perform 
other unsafe practices in a school zone. The Town 
of Milton will be rolling out a zero tolerance, back-to-
school campaign in partnership with Halton Regional 

Police Services in August/September, with particular 
emphasis during morning arrival and afternoon 
dismissal times.

Challenge: Illegal use of surveillance camera 
equipment:
Solution: Surveillance camera equipment can only be 
used to monitor the perimeter of land that is leased or 
owned by the occupant. Using it to monitor others off-
property is illegal and an invasion of their privacy.

Challenge: Writing graffiti on public/private 
property
Solution: Milton is not New York, Chicago or even 
Toronto. Graffiti is not consistent with our community’s 
standards. It’s illegal here. If you want to demonstrate 
your artistic talent, call me. I’ll work with you to 
arrange a showing of your creativity at Milton Arts 
Centre.

Challenge: Making noise
Solution: Milton’s neighbourhoods are to be quiet 
between 9 p.m. and 7 a.m. Depending on the type 
of noise, the evening hour can be extended to 11 
p.m. That’s only fair to those who work, those with 
young children, those who are struggling with a family 
matter or others who just want to get a good night’s 
rest. For the sake of your neighbours, keep the music 
down, put the Harley to bed early and take the Leafs-
Canadiens debate inside.

continued...

Here are three other things to think about when it comes to becoming 
that great Miltonian that we are all striving to be:

Miltonians volunteer: Milton needs more volunteers in every corner of the community, whether 
it’s a church, service organization or sports group. Think about what you are passionate about, 
contact that organization and offer to help. If you need assistance in making a volunteer 
connection, call me. I can help;

Miltonians help one another: If you see a neighbour or someone you don’t even know who is 
clearly struggling, offer to help. Our community has the necessary resources. If you don’t know 
who to ask, call me. I can help; and

Miltonians are friendly: Make a point of saying hello to everyone you meet on the street. You 
just might make a friend for life.

CR



of Council, including Milton Ward 
1 Regional Councillor Colin Best, 
Milton Ward 2 Regional Councillor 
Rick Malboeuf and me.
 As one of the new members of 
Council, Milton Ward 1 Councillor 
Kristina Tesser Derksen was similarly 
frustrated. We had a brief, frank 
conversation, worked together 
on a motion to make the financial/
operational working group of Council 
a reality and, working closely with 
Town staff on the legal, logistical 
and topics specifics, put together 
a proposal that was unanimously 
supported by Council in late March. 
The working group of Councl held its 
second meeting in mid-June.
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Council To Engage More Deeply On Financial/Operational Matters
As one of the architects of the Town of Milton’s 10 straight years of 0 percent tax increases between 1993 and 
2002, an initiative that has afforded Miltonians the lowest property taxes in the Greater Toronto Area to this 
day, I was extremely dismayed when a slim majority of Milton Council voted to increase taxes by more than 
8 percent this year.
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 While I was disappointed with 
some of my Council colleagues, I 
didn’t blame them at the end of the 
day. They and, in particular, the new 
members of Council had walked 
into the perfect financial storm. 
The previous Council was guilty of 
not providing Town staff with very 
specific fiscal direction -- something 
that will not happen this year. They 
had also spent a lot of money over 
the last eight years, creating a 
situation that isn’t sustainable. The 
2019 Operating Budget was well-
calculated political document but 
a poorly-crafted fiscal one. After 
reviewing it in late November 2018, 
I thought about bringing forward a 
motion at the first meeting of the 

new Council in December 2018 to 
send it back to staff with some very 
specific tax increase objectives. I 
didn’t and, in retrospect, I wish I had.
 Following the approval of the 
2019 Operating Budget, I thought 
long and hard about how I could 
ensure this never happened again. 
The solution to me was three-fold: 
intense financial and operational 
education provided to Council by 
Town staff in an open, informal and 
non-judgemental environment; the 
opportunity for Council and staff to 
engage in a frank discussion about 
each other’s vision for the future 
direction of the community; and 
mentorship provided by Mayor Gord 
Krantz and the more senior members 



inherited from the Wynne/McGuinty Government, 
the Maplehurst community work program is an 
insignificant expense whose cancellation won’t move 
the Government perceptibly closer to fiscal balance. 
The program has helped to rehabilitate thousands 
prisoners over much of the last 45 years, in concert 
with a municipality that has been a consistently 
supportive partner. Upon review of Council’s request, 
I remain confident that the Government will re-instate 
this cost-effective initiative, allowing model prisoners 
to get their lives back through community outreach 
where everybody wins. 

 When the program was cancelled by the Rae 
Government in the early 1990s, I brought forward 
a motion to Milton Council, requesting that it be 
restored by the Harris Government, which it eventually 
was. When the program was cancelled by the Ford 
Government in April 2019, I once again asked Milton
Council to support a motion asking the Government 
to restore the program. That motion was seconded by 
Milton Ward 4 Councillor Sameera Ali and supported 
by all members of Council.
 While I fully appreciate the difficult financial 
situation that the Ford Government finds itself it, 
one that was not of its own making but one that it 
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Key Government Contacts:
Government of Canada:
The Honourable Lisa Raitt
Member of Parliament, Milton
Dominion of Canada
Telephone: (905) 693-0166
Email: lisa.raitt@parl.gc.ca

Government of Ontario:
Parm Gill
Member of Provincial Parliament, Milton
Government of Ontario
Telephone: (905) 878-1729
Email: parm.gillco@pc.ola.org

Region of Halton:
Gary Carr
Chairman
Regional Municipality of Halton
Telephone: (905) 825-6000
Email: gary.carr@halton.ca

Town of Milton/Region of Halton:
Gord Krantz
Mayor
Town of Milton
Telephone:  (905)  878-7252, Ext. 2104
Email: gord.krantz@milton.ca

Town of Milton/Region of Halton:
Rick Malboeuf
Regional Councillor, Ward 2
Town of Milton
Telephone: (905) 875-5019
Email: rick.malboeuf@milton.ca

Town of Milton:
John Challinor II
Town Councillor, Ward 2
Town of Milton
Telephone: (416) 918-4472
Email: john.challinorII@milton.ca

Halton District School Board:
Donna Danielli
Trustee, Milton Wards 1 & 2
Halton District School Board
Telephone: (905) 699-7433 
Email: daniellid@hdsb.ca

Halton Catholic District School Board:
Patrick Murphy
Trustee, Milton
Halton Catholic District School Board
Telephone:(416) 791-8126
Email: murphyp@hcdsb.org

Marvin Duarte
Trustee, Milton
Halton Catholic District School Board
Telephone: (416) 559-9321
Email: duartem@hcdsb.org

Conseil scolarie Viamonde:
Pierre Girouard
Membre, Conseil scolarie Viamonde 
(Hamilton-Wentworth, Halton, Brant)
Telephone: (905) 808-3377
Email: girouardp@csviamonde.ca

Conseil scolarie Catholique MonAvenir:
Dominique Janssens
Membre, Conseil scolarie Catholique 
MonAvenir (Halton)
Telephone: (905) 522-0781
Email: dompauljanssens@gmail.com

If you wish to receive a digital copy of this 
newsletter, please visit:
www.johnchallinor.ca/newsletter
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Re-instatement of Maplehurst Community Work Program Requested
Maplehurst Correctional Complex has been a significant community partner in Milton since its establishment 
in 1974, collaborating with the Town of Milton, area churches and other organizations, principally through its 
community work program in a way of that benefitted both local residents and prison inmates. The program 
specifically afforded inmates purpose, pride and rehabilitation through their good works in the community over 
most of the last 45 years. 
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