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Council Approves Challinor Budget 
Income Fund, Reducing Property Tax 
Impact By 1% In 2026 and Beyond
Milton Council recently approved a proposal by Town 
of Milton Ward 2 Councillor John Challinor II to create 
an operating budget income fund that will reduce the 
annual property tax impact on homeowners by 1%, 
beginning in 2026.

	 Mr. Challinor had originally introduced the idea during 
2024 budget deliberations in December 2023.
	 Council approved an expansion to the list of eligible 
investments for the Town that would allow for exposure to 
the equity market through the ONE Canadian Equity Fund 
for up to 10% of the Town’s investment portfolio. The Equity 
Fund’s December 2024 Performance Report published 
an annualized 10 year return for the fund of 9.14%. 
	 An initial investment of approximately $20 million 
in the ONE Canadian Equity Fund, which represents 
approximately 6.1% of the Town’s budgeted average 
investment portfolio, could generate a sufficient return 
in order to support the annual property tax relief. Staff 
could reallocate $20 million of the current portfolio 
balance into the Equity Fund on a phased basis.  
$1 million in new budgeted revenue would be added 
to the operating budget in 2026 which would assist in 

mitigating budget pressures and offset an otherwise 
local tax rate increase of approximately 1%. 
	 Once the operating budget income fund is in place 
and is providing anticipated results. Mr. Challinor will 
re-introduce his proposal for a infrastructure-related 
capital budget income fund, that will further reduce the 
property tax impact on homeowners by an additional  
1% annually. CR

Challinor, Khalqi Encourage Rooming 
House Legislation for Milton  
Town of Milton Ward 2 Councillor John Challinor II and 
Ward 3 Councillor Adil Khalqi are encouraging Milton 
Council to approve a motion in September that would 
see Town staff return in 2026 with legislation designed 
to control the establishment of rooming houses in Milton.
	 Also known as multi-tenant houses, room houses 
are buildings where at least four rooms are rented 
out to individuals who do not live together as a single 
household, but typically share common areas like 
kitchens and bathrooms.
	 Mssrs. Challinor and Khalqi have examples in their 
wards of single detached dwellings that are being 
improperly converted into rooming houses. These 
structures could leave tenants vulnerable to injury or 
death in the event of a fire.
	 They also create concerns in neighbourhoods 
related to illegal parking, property congestion and 
frequent noise disturbances. CR



johnchallinor.ca This newsletter is funded by John Challinor II and is not funded nor authorized by the Town of Milton.

SUMMER / FALL 2025

How To Be A Great Miltonian 
Over the last year, I have had the privilege to help 
hundreds of you, answer your questions and, most 
importantly, work to resolve those matters that affect 
your quality of life in our community. I have been 
successful on most files that you have sent my way. We 
will continue to work on the others, finding innovative 
ways to resolve them.

	 Between Town staff and yourselves, you have alerted 
me to some things over the last little while that, if all of 
us took these concerns to heart, contemplated how they 
affect our neighbours and figured out how we could do 
better, we could help to make living in what is already a 
great community just that much better.
	 What follows are some specific areas of focus that 
will help all of us to become ever greater Miltonians than 
we already are:

Challenge: Speeding through residential neighbourhoods

Solution: Demographically, Milton is now the youngest 
community in Halton and one of the youngest in the 
Greater Toronto Area. That means there are a lot of 
young people crossing and sometimes playing on our 
residential streets, riding bicycles and attending our 
schools. Please follow the speed limit, drive according to 
the road conditions, watch out for children and, overall, 
drive defensively. No-one wants to see anyone make a 
mistake on our streets that they will regret for the rest of 
their lives.

Challenge: Allowing long grass and weeds to grow on 
lawns

Solution: Keep Milton beautiful — cut your lawn and 
the boulevard in front of your home on a regular basis. 
Collect the grass cuttings from the sidewalk and the 
street when you’re done. And, if there is garbage or 
animal waste on your lawn, pick it up immediately as 
it is unsightly, smelly and attracts rodents. The Town 
of Milton’s Clean Yards Bylaw does not permit grass 
or weeds to be more than 8 inches or 20.32 cm tall. If 
you are unable to cut your grass because of a physical 
ailment or disability, please notify the Town.

Challenge: Parking overnight on streets

Solution: No parking on residential streets is permitted 
between 2 a.m. and 6 a.m., unless an on-street parking 
exception is obtained from the Town of Milton. It is 
strictly enforced through the Town’s Parking Bylaw.

Challenge: Making noise

Solution: Milton’s neighbourhoods are to be quiet 
between 9 p.m. and 7 a.m. Depending on the type of 

noise, the evening hour can be extended to 11 p.m. 
That’s only fair to those who work, those with young 
children, those who are struggling with a family matter or 
others who just want to get a good night’s rest. For the 
sake of your neighbours, keep the music down, put the 
Harley to bed early and take the Jays-Yankees debate 
inside.

Challenge: Running red lights

Solution: It has become all too common in Milton, but 
that doesn’t make it right. It is against the law to run a red 
light. When you do it, you put your own life at risk as well 
as someone else’s.

Challenge: Making illegal u-turns

Solution: Making u-turns is legal, except through 
intersections, where there is signage indicating that you 
cannot do so and where you cannot clearly see at least 
150 metres of roadway in both directions.

Challenge: Not stopping for school buses

Solution: Motorists meeting a stopped school bus 
with red lights flashing must stop unless they are on a 
highway divided by a median strip. They cannot proceed 
until the bus resumes motion and/or the lights have 
stopped flashing.

Challenge: Not stopping for emergency vehicles

Solution: If you hear or see ambulance, fire or police 
vehicles with activated sirens and/or flashing lights, get 
out of the way immediately. Bring your vehicle to a full 
stop as far to the right-hand side of the road, as possible. 
Ensure your vehicle is clear of any intersection.

Challenge: Not moving over for parked emergency 
vehicles

Solution: When an ambulance, fire vehicle, police car 
or tow truck is parked on the right-hand side of road 
with emergency lights flashing, slow down and, where 
possible and where safe to do so, move into the left-
hand lane.

Challenge: Parking over sidewalks and across 
boulevards

Solution: Parking over a sidewalk or even partially 
over a sidewalk is illegal. Parking on or partially over a 
sidewalk also doesn’t allow a pedestrian or someone in 
a wheelchair to walk or wheel safely along that sidewalk. 
Parking on the boulevard between the sidewalk and the 
roadway is legal, unless the driveway is located within 
50 metres of an intersection. Then, doing so is illegal. 
Why? It impairs their ability to turn onto a nearby street.

continued next page
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Challenge: Parking in emergency service routes

Solution: It is illegal to park a car in an emergency 
service route. These are typically found along the 
internal or private roads that service townhome 
developments. These roads are narrower than municipal 
roads and one illegally parked vehicle can prevent 
ambulance, fire or police personnel from fighting a fire 
or saving a life.

Challenge: Not keeping sidewalks clear of snow

Solution: Every property owner who has a sidewalk in 
front of his or her home is required to clear it of snow 
within 24 hours of a snow fall, according to the Town of 
Milton’s Snow Clearing Bylaw. If you are unable to clear 
your sidewalk because of a physical ailment or disability, 
please notify the Town.

Challenge: Storing recycling bins/garbage bins on the 
front porch

Solution: The vast majority of homes in Milton have a 
garage or carport, both of which were designed to store 
automobiles, lawn mowers, tools and recycling bins/
garbage bins. Leaving recycling and garbage bins on 
your front porch is unsightly, smelly and attracts rodents. 
It is also a violation of the Town’s Property Standards 
Bylaw.

Challenge: Placing basketball nets on boulevards

Solution: Basketball nets are permitted to be placed 
on a driveway or on the edge of the roadway in front of 
the driveway. Please ensure they are properly secured 
to prevent a possible injury from a tip-over. Placing 
them on the boulevard is a violation of the Town’s Road 
Fouling Bylaw. Doing so has the potential to destroy the 
grass and damage the trees. Once they are no longer in 
use, they should immediately be placed in the garage or 
on the driveway adjacent to the garage.

Challenge: Letting dogs off their leashes

Solution: All dogs must be on a leash while in a park 
or in the community at-large. Their owners must also 
pick up after them. The Town of Milton’s Animal Control 
Bylaw covers off all the do’s and don’t for pets. Dogs 
are allowed to run free at the Town’s off-leash locations 
at Cedar Hedge Park West and Sunny Mount Park.

Challenge:  Building driveway extensions

Solution: Driveway extensions are permitted on the 
property owner’s portion of the driveway without a 
permit, provided the extension meets the Town’s Zoning 
Bylaw criteria. No extensions are permitted on the public 
property portion of the driveway. Doing so is a violation 
of the Town’s Road Fouling Bylaw.

Challenge: Renting out basement apartments

Solution: Basement apartments are illegal, unless 
application is made to the Town of Milton and 
permission is granted. Illegal basement apartments put 
additional pressure on all of the Town’s key services, 
including hydro, library and recreational facilities, 
schools, transportation networks, water and sewer 
infrastructure, etc.

Challenge: Placing commercial signage on boulevards 
and roadways

Solution: Commercial signage of any kind is not 
permitted on boulevards and roadways. It is unsightly 
and distracting and is not permitted under the Town of 
Milton’s Road Fouling Bylaw. If you want to advertise 
your services, there are plenty of electronic, online and 
printed media outlets serving our community that will 
deliver your message cost-effectively.

Challenge: Writing graffiti on public/private property

Solution: Milton is not New York, Chicago or even 
Toronto. Graffiti is not consistent with our community’s 
standards. It’s illegal here. If you want to demonstrate 
your artistic talent, call me. I’ll work with you to arrange a 
showing of your creativity at Milton Arts Centre.

Challenge: Setting off fireworks

Solution: Milton has a bylaw prohibiting the sale, 
distribution and discharge of consumer fireworks. Public 
displays are permitted if a permit is obtained and the 
display is supervised by a licensed supervisor. 
 
Here are three other things to think about when it comes 
to becoming that great Miltonian that we are all striving 
to be:

Miltonians volunteer: Milton needs more volunteers in 
every corner of the community, whether it’s a religious 
institution, service organization or sports group. Think 
about what you are passionate about, contact that 
organization and offer to help. If you need assistance in 
making a volunteer connection, call me. I can help;

Miltonians help one another: If you see a neighbour or 
someone you don’t even know who is clearly struggling, 
offer to help. Our community has the necessary 
resources. If you don’t know who to ask, call me. I can 
help; and

Miltonians are friendly: Make a point of saying hello to 
everyone you meet on the street. You just might make a 
friend for life. CR

continued from page 2



CR 405 Gowland Crescent | Milton, ON L9T 4B9 | Tel: 416-918-4472 | email: john.challinor@milton.ca johnchallinor.ca

Key Government Contacts:
Government of Canada:
Kristina Tesser-Derksen
Member of Parliament,  
Milton East | Halton Hills South
Government of Canada
Telephone: (613) 995-3440
Email: kristina.tesserderksen@parl.gc.ca

Government of Ontario:
The Honourable Zeeshan Hamid
Member of Provincial Parliament, Milton  
Government of Ontario 
Telephone: (905) 878-1729
Email: zee.hamid@pc.ola.org

Region of Halton:
Gary Carr
Chairman
Regional Municipality of Halton
Telephone: (905) 825-6000
Email: gary.carr@halton.ca

Town of Milton/Region of Halton:
Gord Krantz
Mayor
Town of Milton
Telephone:  (905) 878-7252, Ext. 2104
Email: gord.krantz@milton.ca

Town of Milton/Region of Halton:
Rick Malboeuf
Regional Councillor, Ward 2
Town of Milton
Telephone: (905) 875-5019
Email: rick.malboeuf@milton.ca

Town of Milton:
John Challinor II
Town Councillor, Ward 2
Town of Milton
Telephone: (416) 918-4472
Email: john.challinor@milton.ca

Halton District School Board:
Donna Danielli
Trustee, Milton Wards 1 & 2
Halton District School Board
Telephone: (905) 699-7433 
Email: daniellid@hdsb.ca

Halton Catholic District School Board:
Emma Murphy
Trustee, Milton
Halton Catholic District School Board
Telephone: (905) 638-9559
Email: murphye@hcdsb.org

Marvin Duarte
Chair of the Board & Milton Trustee
Halton Catholic District School Board
Telephone: (416) 559-9321
Email: duartem@hcdsb.org

Conseil scolarie Viamonde:
Pierre Girouard
Membre, Conseil scolarie Viamonde 
(Hamilton-Wentworth, Halton, Brant)
Telephone: (905) 808-3377
Email: girouardp@csviamonde.ca

Conseil scolarie Catholique MonAvenir:
Dominique Janssens
Membre, Conseil scolarie Catholique 
MonAvenir (Halton)
Telephone: 1-855-506-5002, poste 1006
Email: djanssens@cscmonavenir.ca

If you wish to receive a digital copy of this 
newsletter, please visit:
www.johnchallinor.ca/newsletter
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Since the early 1990s, Town of Milton Ward 2 Councillor 
John Challinor II has worked with the Greater Toronto 
Airports Authority, Pearson International Airport and 
NAV Canada on airplane noise matters affecting those 
who he represents in Milton.

	 Most recently, he participated in an airside tour on 
July 8th and the quarterly update meeting on July 22nd 
with airport officials.

	 Mr. Challinor has found that staff at these 
organizations have always been very responsive and, 
over the years, have made continuous improvements to 
flight patterns, flight timing and airplane technologies. 
Today, several thousand Miltonians work at the airport 
with various airlines, PIA, the GTAA or NAV Canada.

	 Given that the airport is scheduled to grow from 48 
million passengers this year to 65 million by the early 
2030s, the upgrade work will never end, principally 
because PIA will continue to be one of the busiest 
airports in North America. CR

Challinor Continues To Advocate For Milton At Pearson Airport


